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salvationism. Above all, their synagogues were surrounded
by proselytes whose religious needs, interests and aspirations
remained at root intensely personal, nay, individual, and who
therefore evinced but little sympathy for the religious " totali-
tarianism " of orthodox Jewry and for its painful and uncom-
fortable demands. It was among these men that true Christi-
anity, regarded as a religion, came to birth.
It was probably at Antioch that " the brethren who called on
the name of the Lord Jesus " first became a conscious entity,
and it was in that city that they received from the pagans the
name by which they were to be noted through the ages, viz.
Christians, or believers in Christ
Behind the converts to Judaism there was the mass of
pagans many of whom found themselves stirred by the same
unrest as had led the Judaizers to the synagogue, and who were
ready to be attracted to the Church. To them—and it may be
said, through them also—the Jewish Messiah assumed the
complexion and r61e of a Soter and rose inevitably to the status
of absolute divinity.
We can well understand that Jesus of Nazareth should have
been born in Galilee, and that the impulse behind his career
should have been the expectation of the Messianic Kingdom;
we can also understand that he should have drawn from the
religion of the eanavim and the piety of the Pharisees the funda-
mental elements of his spiritual development, the inspiration
of his mission, and the substance of his teaching, welding
together these various influences and stamping them with his
own forceful personality. Indeed, as he appears behind the
veil wherewith early Christian imagination has shrouded him,
he is plainly inexplicable except as the product of this environ-
ment. It is, moreover, by no means impossible that there were
other prophets of the same order, at present unknown to us,
who arose in Palestine at the same time. If so, and if they
really existed alongside of or in competition with the more
warlike agitators, their obscure fate has been shrouded in
oblivion, for lack of that apotheosis which martyrdom, alone
can earn. In any case, men of this type, to which Jesus himself
belonged, could not possibly hope for success in Palestine.
The prophet of Nazareth never gave voice to the sentiments
necessary, if not to interest, then at least to attract and move
the mass of his countrymen. It is, therefore, readily compre-
hensible that they did not follow him.
On the other hand, it is equally easy to understand how
his personality and his utterances, when transplanted and
adapted to the environment of the Diaspora, were found accept-

